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1. REPORT SUMMARY

A report to councillors regarding a grant applications to be considered at the end of the
financial year.

2. BACKGROUND
The Parish Councils grant policy provides for applications in two categories:

Category A

Registered Charities, Community Interest Companies, and not-for-profit clubs and community
groups applying for funding for a project which will benefit wholly or mainly residents of the
Parish of Laverstock & Ford.

Category B

Registered Charities with significant operations within the South Wiltshire area which are
accessible to the residents of the Parish of Laverstock & Ford.

Category B applications are considered at the March Parish Council meeting at the end of the
financial year.

3. SUMMARY

The Clerk has received an application for a donation from Wiltshire Search and Rescue, attached
Annex One. No other requests from Category B organisations have been received.

In the past, the Parish Council has received requests and donated to Bobby Van Trust, St Johns
Ambulance, Victim Support, Citizens Advice and others.

4. RECOMMENDATION
That the council considers a donation to Wiltshire Search and Rescue under the powers granted

by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.

That the council considers a donation to other organisations that they wish to support.
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Annex One

RO

From Mill to High Wates

Wiltshire Search and Rescue ‘{@

Registered Charity number 1095994

www whsar org.uk

15" January 2024

Trudi Deane

Clerk to Laverstock and Ford Parish Council
3 Pilgrims Way

Laverstock

SP1 1RZ

Dear Trudi,

Thank you very much for taking the time to read-and consider our corresponderice,
please feel free to share this letter with anyone in your parish if appropriate.

1 am reaching out on behalf of the Wiltshire Search and Rescue Team (charity
number: 1095994) in the hope that your parish may consider supporting our
fundraising efforts in the coming year.

Recognising that your first responsibility is to your local community, we are hoping
as a small charity within the county, that you may consider supporting us too. We
are not restricted to any one area and provide Search and Rescue Support to
Police, Fire and Ambulance Services throughout the county, as well as supporting
our neighbouring counties where required.

Most of our callouts are to assist Wiltshire Police in searching for vulnerable,
missing people. We have seen a sharp increase in call outs over recent years,
particularly for people who are experiencing difficulties with their mental health or
progressive age-related symptoms. In 2023 our team were deployed 94 times, a
significant increase from 64 in 2022, including searches for 63 high-risk missing
__people in Wiltshire. e N TS
Our Water Rescue Team, who are trained to national DEFRA Standards, are
available should their assistance be required, and have been deployed several times
in these past 12 months to assist with flooding events. They also performed a
crucial role in sadly recovering three bodies from water in 2023, providing closure

to their loved ones.

Since the COVID pandemic and now the cost-of-living crisis, we have found it
particularly difficult to raise essential funds for our charity (as have many other
charities). While our volunteers are committed to helping to fundraising, we are
still finding it financially challenging to cover our operating costs and enable us to
continue to respond with trained volunteers to requests for specialist assistance
from our Emergency Service control rooms.

Viiltshire Search & Rescue
Wiltshire Police Headquarters London Road Defiees SN10 20N
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(kueane € Wiltshire Search and Rescue *l@
From Hill to High Water Regstered Charity number 1095994 A

www wisarorg uk

We currently have 119 volunteers, who make themselves available 24/7, 365. days
a year; during 2023 our volunteers contributed a total of 25,563 hours of their
spare time to call outs, training and fundraising. These volunteers are from all
walks of life, many of which also have full time jobs serving our public and private

sectors around the county.

Should you feel able to make a donation from any available funds, or if you would
like to arrange a time to discuss our role in the community further and how you

could help, please reach out to us, via the email address f isin ilsar.org.uk.

Your support would be immensely appreciated.

Yours sincerely
——
1A 2 204
Teresa Hibbs - W32
On behalf of Wiltshire Search and Rescue




