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Meeting of Laverstock and Ford Parish Council held on  

Monday 19th June 2023 at Old Sarum Community Centre. 
 

 

MINUTES 
 
Councillors present: Baker (Chair), Barker, Hayes, Jones, Maskell, Rigiani, Schneider (from 
8.17pm), Smith, Waller 
In attendance: Brain (Communications and Community Engagement Officer CCEO), Deane (Clerk), 
Prince (Responsible Financial Officer RFO) 
Wiltshire Councillors present: WCllr Oliver.  WCllr McLennan also joined the meeting online. 
There were 11 members of the public present, including grant applicants and planning consultants. 
 
The team of consultants from Dandara Southern, Turley and Fairthorn circulated plans of the 
proposed reserved matters application, following approval of outline permission for 46 properties at 
Westside Close, Old Sarum.  Councillors raised concerns over a lack of green energy provision 
including no car charging points, play area provision, parking provision and storage provision, which 
appears to meet minimum standards in most areas.  Councillors encouraged the applicants to improve 
these areas and seek to provide more than just the minimum requirement.  Concerns were also raised 
that the proposed link paths to adjoining areas, had no agreement in place with the adjoining 
landowner to allow these paths to be used.   The applicants were also asked to consider the standards 
of construction including the provision of improved soundproofing in the proposed apartment block. 
The Clerk will submit a report of councillors feedback and suggestions for the play area space to 
Fairthorn Consultancy.  
 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm. 

 
23.074  Apologies  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Lynn, McDonald and Vanstone. 
Resolved: to approve the apologies received. 
Apologies had also been received from the Police.  WCllr McLennan joined the meeting online. 
        
23.075  Declarations of Interest  
There were no declarations of interest.       
 
23.076  Approval of Minutes 
Resolved: to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2023    
 
23.077  Grant Applications  
The Clerk had circulated details of the grant applications in Report 23.077 in advance of the meeting.   
 
Three directors of River Bourne Community Farm spoke regarding their application for £10,000 
towards community projects including paddock fencing, a field shelter, new classrooms, new offices 
and improved toilets and wash facilities.  The Farm had confirmed acceptance that any grant award 
would be paid in two halves, to coincide with receipt of precept payment from Wiltshire Council.  
Changes in leadership at the Farm were discussed and it was agreed to set up a schedule of quarterly 
review meetings between the new directors and the Parish Council.   
Resolved: to award a grant of £10,000 to River Bourne Community Farm towards community projects 
in accordance with the powers granted under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.     
 

Laverstock & Ford Parish Council 
Incorporating Milford, Bishopdown Farm, Old Sarum & Longhedge 
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A representative from Phoenix Stars presented an application for funds towards the purchase of 
gymnastics equipment.  The applicant was encouraged to consider a future application to assist 
funding of subscriptions for families in need. 
Resolved: to grant £1000 to Phoenix Stars for the purchase of gymnastics equipment in accordance 
with the powers granted under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
No application had yet been received from Salisbury Pantry. 
      
23.078  Freedom of the Parish 
The Chair presented a summary of the exceptional achievements of Vic Bussereau, who served as a 
Parish Councillor for twelve years.  Vic worked on a huge number of issues during his time as a 
councillor, including highways issues, Castle Hill Country Park and the creation of the Longhedge 
development.  Vic also committed hundreds of hours leading the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
through to adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan in 2022.  The Chair proposed granting Freedom of the 
Parish to Vic, as the highest honour that a Parish Council can bestow. 
 
Resolved:  that the Parish Council grants Freedom of the Parish to Victor Bussereau in accordance 
with the powers granted under s249 of the Local Government Act 1972    
  
The Chair presented Vic with a signed scroll, confirming the award, and Vic expressed his thanks, 
commenting that he felt the Neighbourhood Plan was a team effort.  WCllr McLennan gave his 
congratulations.  
 
23.079  Adoption of Parish Strategic Plan  
The proposed Parish Strategic Plan had been presented to the public and councillors at the Annual 
Parish Meeting in May.  No changes had been proposed, and the Clerk had circulated the final copy in 
Report 23.079 in advance of the meeting and is attached as Annex One. 
Resolved: that the Parish Council adopts the Parish Strategic Plan dated May 2023, to replace the 
Parish Plan dated March 2009.      
 
23.080  Matters arising – Action List, Strategic Plan, Minutes and Committees  
The Clerk reported that negotiations were continuing on dilapidations at Hampton Park Pavilion in 
advance of transfer of the freehold.   
The Clerk advised councillors of an accident reported at the newly opened St Lukes Play Area.  
Investigations had been made by Parish Council staff and the supplier, who confirmed that the 
equipment was correctly installed and complied with necessary regulations.  The suppliers continued 
to investigate and their final report was awaited.  Plans were being made to hold a launch event at St 
Peters Play Area. 
 
23.081  Planning 
The CCEO had circulated the Planning Log in Report 23.081 in advance of the meeting.  The Chair 
queried the proposed response of ‘No Comment’ regarding PL/2023/03768 for temporary permission 
for storage containers at Distloc House, Old Sarum Airfield.  WCllr McLennan reported that the 
application was a response to enforcement notices issued by Wiltshire Planning on the basis that they 
were upsetting the setting of the listed hangars.  Ward councillors recommended ‘no comment’.   
Resolved: to approve the following responses 
PL/2022/02490 Rural Workers dwelling at River Bourne Community Farm, Cow Lane, Laverstock – 
appeal lodged March 2023 SUPPORT subject to:- that the dwelling is subject to an agricultural tie as a 
dwelling for a farm worker.  
PL/2023/03206 Proposed ground floor and first floor extension at 17 Elm Close, Laverstock NO 
COMMENT 
PL/2023/03387 & 03566 Retention of storage containers (temporary basis) and works to a listed 
building at Distloc House, Old Sarum Airfield NO COMMENT 
PL/2023/03641 Proposed roof conversion, extension and alterations at 59 Church Road, Laverstock 
NO COMMENT 
PL/2023/03768 Retrospective temporary permission for three modular buildings at Old Sarum Primary 
School NO COMMENT  
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23.082  Land at Bishopdown Farm and Devenish Bradshaw Trust  
The Clerk had circulated Report 23.082 in advance of the meeting, regarding proposals from the 
Devenish Bradshaw Trust to take on management of Parish Council owned land off St Clements Way 
in Bishopdown Farm.  Councillors indicated that they would be happy for formal negotiations to 
proceed, subject to a clear plan from the trust of how the land would be managed, details of how paths 
and public access would be maintained and  public consultation on their proposals.  The RFO 
highlighted that any lease over 12 months would need permission from Wiltshire Council under the 
terms of the transfer of the land to the Parish Council.    
 
23.083  Approval of Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23 
The RFO had circulated Report 23.083 in advance of the meeting with the Internal Audit Report 
completed and confirmation of no negative responses. 
Resolved: that the Council approve the Annual Internal Report 2022/23 for inclusion in the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23. 

 
23.084  Review of Internal Audit Observations       
The RFO had circulated Report 23.084 in advance of the meeting with the observations made by the 
Internal Auditor and the proposed responses.  This included reference to the formal documentation of 
the Internal Controls process in Financial Regulations. The Council reviewed the observations of the 
internal auditor and noted the comments and corrective actions outlined by the Clerk and RFO. 
Resolved: That the Council confirms it has conducted a review of the effectiveness of the system of 
internal control required by regulation 3 of The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
 
23.085  Approval of Annual Governance Statement 
The RFO had circulated Report 23.085 in advance of the meeting.  The Chair read out each of the 
eight statements applicable to the Council and invited any questions from Councillors.  The ninth 
statement is not applicable to this council.  No questions were raised. 
Resolved: that the Council AGREE with each of the governance statements and approve the Annual 
Governance Statement 2022/23.   
The statement was signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 
 
23.086  Approval of Restatements       
The RFO had circulated Report 23.086 in advance of the meeting, explaining why it was necessary to 
restate the Accounting Statement for 2021/22.  This was due to:- 
- errors in the year end report produced from the Rialtas Business Systems (RBS) accounts system.  - 
- omissions of five assets on the Total Fixed Assets figure. 
The report included a detailed explanation of the errors.  No further questions were raised. 
Resolved: that the Council approve the Restatement of Accounts and Assets for 2021/22  
 
23.087  Approval of 2022/23 Accounting Statement  
The RFO had circulated Report 23.087 in advance of the meeting, presenting the Annual Accounting 
Statements for 2022/23. 
Resolved: that the Council approves the Accounting Statements 2022/23.    
 
23.088  Approval of Notice of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights  
The RFO had circulated Report 23.088 in advance of the meeting, including the Notice of Public 
Rights, to commence on 21st June 2023 to 1st August 2023. 
Resolved: that the Council approves the dates of the Notice of the Period for the Exercise of Public 
Rights from 21st June 2023 to 1st August 2023. 
 
23.089  Finance 
The RFO had circulated Report 23.089 in advance of the meeting and reported that he was currently 
unable to produce the reserves statement from Scribe and this was being addressed.  Cllr Schneider 
confirmed that he had completed the monthly checks in detail. 
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Adoption of Monthly Accounts for May 2023  
The Financial Statements had previously been circulated in Report 23.089. The total funds held at the 
end of May 2023 were £1,530,467.33.  
Resolved: To adopt the monthly accounts as a true record of the Council’s finances.  
Authorisation of Payments  
The lists of payments had been circulated in Report 23.089.  Total cheque and BACS payments in 
June 2023 amounted to £56,723.91. Debit card and direct debit payments in May 2023 amounted to 
£2,547.83.  
Resolved: To approve the cheque, BACS, direct debit and debit card payments.  
Review of Treasury Deposit Report   
Summary of Deposits had been presented in Report 23.089.  The balance on the 32 Day Notice 
Account at the end of May 2023 was £441,856.50 including interest of £9,973.09. The balance on the 
CCLAPSDF was £1,043,108.07 including dividends awarded of £22,164.07.  There was a total of 
£1,484,964.57 on deposit at the end of May 2023.  
Resolved: To note treasury deposit reports 
 
23.090  Clerk’s Report and Correspondence      
The Clerk reported on discussions with the local police regarding anti-social behaviour.  The Clerk had 
identified Parish Councils in other counties who ‘sponsored’ a PCSO through their police force, and 
some who employed their own ‘Community Safety Officers’.  Councillors requested further information.  
Councillors confirmed that they were content the Youth and Community Centre budgets could be used 
by the Clerk in line with normal spending powers, as well as for grant applications from relevant 
organisations.  
The Clerk reported on a planning review meeting held with Wiltshire Council and the WALC 
conference.  The Clerk highlighted that the draft Wiltshire Local Plan was due to be released in July 
and that the Laverstock and Ford Neighbourhood Plan review would be due by mid 2024.  
 
23.091  Exempt Business 
Resolved:  that in view of the staff in confidence nature of the business to be transacted, the public 
and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 s100.  
The Internal Auditor had highlighted the omission of a minuted record appointing the Clerk and RFO.  
Resolved:  That the Parish Council resolves to agree the following appointments: -  
Trudi Deane appointed as Parish Clerk on 1st February 2022  
Andrew Prince appointed as Responsible Financial Officer on 1st July 2022  
 
Local Council Consultancy Staff Review 
Councillors discussed the salary recommendations made by LCC Consultants following a review of 
staff roles.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING. The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday 17th July 2023 at 
River Bourne Community Farm.  
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