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BACKGROUND 
In early 2022, Laverstock and Ford Parish Council completed the transfer of a number of play areas 
and areas of Open Space under the service devolution programme from Wiltshire Council.  This 
included a small part of the run down play area at Sycamore Drive.  The majority of that play area 
was sited on land still owned by the estate developer.  
 
SUMMARY 
In late 2022, the land owner gave notice to Wiltshire Council to remove all play equipment on his 
land.  Wiltshire Council duly removed all equipment and returned the area to grass.   
Laverstock and Ford PC issued an Invitation to Tender on Contract Finder, for a new play area on 
land immediately adjacent to the old one, which is owned by the Parish Council.  The project budget 
was set at £90,000.00.  Tenderers were instructed to make full use of the budget given, but that 
tenders in excess of this amount would not be considered.  Tenders were therefore not scored on 
price. 
Four completed tenders have been received.  Illustrations of tenders received are attached as Annex 
One. 
On Thursday 16th March, three councillors completed anonymous scoring of play value, design, 
specification and inclusivity  Two members of Parish Council staff scored the areas of aftercare and 
spare parts, environmental impact, work programme, skills and experience and health and safety on 
the same day.   
Tender Three scored significantly higher than the other tenders, ending on 259 points.  The other 
tenders scored between 114 and 185.  The panel agreed there was no need to shortlist and are 
recommending Tender Three for acceptance. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Parish Council appoint Wicksteed Leisure to complete the Sycamore Drive Play Area project 

for a total cost of £90,000.00. 
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TENDER ONE 

 

 

TENDER TWO 

 

TENDER THREE 
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TENDER FOUR 

 


